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MOUNTA!’N COUNTIES WATER RESOURCES ASSGCIATION
FROPOSAL FOR A CALFED SOLUTION

The Monpsin Counties Water Resources Association. {MCWR.A) is composed of water
purveyors locaed in the foathill and mountinous region of the central Siewrs Novuda, Water
custormers are relatively small in aumber but vapidly increasing and the supply facllities are
widely digpersed and expensive to build and eperate, It is a relatively unpapu‘ia&ed ares, but,
serves s the recreational destination for much of California. The region is also the site of many
water supply projects built to serve dowmstrearm users and 10 cxport supplies to coastal urbax

"aress end San Joaguin Valley agriculture,

Wasst Sunnly Consems

The MCWRA members Have addm':snm water peeds to meet present and projected future
populution for the region. Thess sdditional supplics can b obtalned fror the following aetions:

A. Obtain and exercise dvater rights via new diversions and storage facilities under the
ares of origin and. assigument of pxisting state filisps.

B. Chbrain the rights to the use of existing wals suppiies throngh purchase and water
supply contracts including contraets for CVE and SWP water supplies.

C. Conservation through the implementation of BMPs aud system improvements
including lining and piping of the old existing mining era ditshes.

ance

There are many soncerss regarding the environmenta! conditions necessary 10 seccommodaie the
increassd water requirements its the MCWRA region. The speeific concems are:

A. New water storage facilities are critical to meeting the fiture needs in some portions
of this regien invluding providing the needed dvy year reliability required for the
projected furure population. 1t is spparent that new storage is being opposed by
the environmental community on & statewide basis. There is litlle altermative o
storage in meeting needs in this area since there are no large reliable groundwates
supplies. This arca is Rpscan from and oftee at twoch higher elevation than the
existing large reservoirs, raducing the ability to acosss thoss supplies.

B. Doreasing diversions from rivers and streams has Impacts o the suvironment,
instrearn flows end the Bay/Delta inflow. In many cases increased diversions
may affect the secreation values inthe streams. Environmertal and recreation
interests are hath opposed to many proposals for increased diversions. Often the
slow and no growth activists join thess interests in opposition to new facilities 1o
incrcass water swpply and seliability,

PRGEETTT

e

G—007¢628

G-007628



SWC_ Fay 916 552 5?10 DE‘C 29 ’98 8:16 P.05

Z??:'Alr Oy T UWCU NG TSI T ey TAGTRma T IO ESIEERS EEE T T T T Y T RGE T

>

. The lining and piping of the mining era ditebes o promote water savings alew affects
wildlife babitat end wellands fonned by the Ieakage. Landowners wio enjoy the
amenity of an opon watercourse opposa improvements. The siate and federal
resurce agencies also have opposed such water conservation astions and st times
the mitgation reguired to replace the hapimar or wetlands has thwaned these
conservation efforns hecause the demands have exceeded the ability of the
responsible agency 1o finance, and the benefits fiom, the conservation offart.

Finaneial C

The sgencies in the MCWRA tepion needing additional water supplies have small relaiively
dispersed populations. Each sarvice cornection is expensive und addmg more waier 1o the
system requires large financial cimmitments fior & long period of ime, This is compounded by

the ingreasing costs of assuring drinking water safety and the lovel of weatment required for
waghewnter, New projeats are more txpensive beeauac:

A, The more feasible dsvclopmmz sites have alvendy besn developed, often by entities
outside the region with Jittle benefit, especially weter supply, within the region.
New projects ham.: 1o use loss fasible sites a higher cost por usit of warer,

B. The mvimnm:mal mitigavion for aew projects often is véry expensive, At times the
mitigation ¢ost is high becawse of (he cupulative impaces of previous projects that
cantot be called upon to provide thic desired environmental protestion.

C. Many projects have becoms “Jarge™ penjects becauze of the site or the dernands for
dry year reliahility due vo many other factozs in the system including flows for
environmental purpoges. The current vate base of the dispersed pnpum:om is
insufficient to eurry such 2 latge cormminment. Further, unlike provious
generstions, there soems 16 bo & widespread wawillingness ou sthe part of curyent
rate payers to invest in the future for generations to come and “neswegmers.”

The development of 8 CALFED solution that will address these vonverns and provide bopoilis to
this region is essential 1o gain suppon from the MCWRA members end other rural Northern
Californin constituents. Each stage of the CALFED action plan must have cffective
commitments 1o this area w fulfill the overall theme of “getting better together™. A minimwn,

e Yollowing activities for the nival areas must be addressed in the Stape | plans:

A. Mongcy for studies for meeting futore water supply needs ineluding new facilities, re-
operation of existing water and power systems, and conservation trough majos
systemn infrastructure improvemonts,

B. Investment in the warershed for restoretion to provide tmproved witer quality and
quantity. This requires & substantial financisd commitment to the current
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CALFED warershad improvemeni program.

C. Fim assurances theve will be no logg of water in the “area of origin,™ or in the ability
to exercive wraa of oripin rights, to protet the Ray/Delta water quality.

The “get better together” policy in Stage 1 in the mural area must previds tangible results as the
other perticipants in the process realize improvements in their respective interests, When the
Bay/Delta water quality is sssured allawing dewnstream areas and exporters a reliable supply of
Bood quality water, the upstream areas in Northern California must alse be assured of similar
avallability of adsquate seliable water suppliss, To secemplish these goals, Stage Il astions st
include the following:

A, Grans and low cos Joans 1o enable dovelopment of local water supply to overcome
the higher cost of the remaining sites and the higher environmental mitigation
- aouts of projects in the current sewing. These funds can be used 1o meer pyral
water needs by developing onsirems siovage on second, shird, or desscr order
streams 1o meet fture waior needs and dry year reliabliity, purchasing existlug
small power profects, and improving existing water delivery systems (lining and
piptug mining era ditches),

B. Increwsed storage in the whele Califrnia water system 1o mest increased future
demand. enviromwneast demamis and relleve the pressurs on the “arca of arlgin®
for water supplies to meat Bay/Delta water quality standards. This includes new -
storage to offsct any impact of invreased yppet watershed diversions for future
neésds jn vhese rural arsag under pravisus assusinees of the right to divest nesdsd
water. Tho need for increased storage is dramationlly demonsirated by the
Deperiment of Witer Resource’s recent Bulletin 160-08, whieh identifies mpjor
watar shortages looming in Califorain’s future. By year 2020, with existing
facilities and progmults, the shomages aversge 2.4 million acre feet (maf) per yoar
and rise to §.2 maf in & drought vesr, Even with anticipated demand reduction,
transfers, system improvements, reuss, and £70,000 to 820,000 acre feet in local
and statewide reservoir projects, year 2020 shortages will remain s 2.7 maf in e
drought year.

C. Aggreseive wetasshed vestaration program es part of ae ecosysiem vestorerion effort
o pravide water quality benefits and water supply improvements to the whole
sysierm,

The use of state bond money for veosystem restoration will improve the Bay/Dehiy ecosystern
and consequently the water quality and reliability of the expurt water users. As this aceurs, the
rural areas must have 8 concurret improvement in waler supply quantity and relisbility, The
assurarices must be actions that produce tangible results, nok paper guarantees abswt the fulure,
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CALFED prajects that will incresse system storags and Dalia conveyence capability must also
provide similar capability in rura) areas o mest their current aad future needs withour challange
from Jovwnstream und Delts exxpart arens. These may be joint venture projecie in which the othey
asces of the state participate and devive benefits to thelr respective arsas.

Further, the keosystom must inclnde the areas ahove the “big” dams in the upstream ureas.

There must b & serious emphasis placed on the watcrshed restaration and maintenance slong
with the efforts made i the downsteeam areas. This will assuty the whole esosystem is rectared
in & consistent manner and an effort in the downstream anea is not negated by a fack nfmnum
in the upper watcrshed arsas.

I summary, existing water supply projests have had the economic advantages of being the snost
feazible and Jeast burdened by the expense of recent snvironmenzal mandates, while conversely
pug region will have to bear the increased expense of curment siweiopmcm which is exacerbmied
by its small rate hase over which to spread vosts, The starurory commitmnent to meet ares of
origin needs will remain unfulfilied and meaninghss if the region cannot afford to build any of
the necessary water supply pm,}‘wts
Finally, as the CALFED program moves forward gnd public money i5 used to fund fasilities that
cabance the water quality, reliability and supply of project watey users, 80 100 thers mus be

simyltaneous improvements in water quality and environmental restoration brought about by the

CALFED process in the MCWRA region. Just as the watey supply project in Southern |
Califomia involving Imperial Irrigation District, San Diego and the Metropelitin Water Dstrict
has recently recelved s mejor legislative subsidy in secognition of the larger statewide genzem!.
welfare, g0 too does our region need & divert invesiment of public maonies to assure its needed

-and orderly water development future, or & share in watsr supply inprovements madc clsewhere,
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